
After receiving a grant for her classes that support agricultural education, 
teacher Beth Eggleston facilitated construction of a new small animal barn 
in June, and it was nearly completed by September. Eggleston and teacher 
Amy Barrett received the $50,000 grant in the spring, and Eggleston 
used a portion of this money to pay for the new barn. 

The maintenance crew helped to build 
the barn. Many businesses donated to its 
construction, including Woodhall Construction 
and Austin Heating and Cooling.

“The barn is really helpful because it is heated, 
and this makes it easier to wash the animals in 
the winter time, rather than having them freeze,” 
sophomore Payden Graham said.

Last year, Eggleston had trouble with students 
breaking into the barn after school hours. To solve 
this problem, she is having cameras installed in 
both of the barns.

“I think the barn was a good improvement 
because it gives us more room to work with 
the animals,” senior Jesse Bloss said.

Bloss is in Eggleston’s veterinary 
science class. His favorite part of this class 
is raising animals and taking care of them.

Eggleston has been able to triple the 
amount of poultry and meat rabbits that 
she can have in the barn. Last year, her 
classes were able to raise poultry, rabbits, and 
pigs. In addition to these animals, Eggleston 
plans to host baby goats and sheep this year.

“The space that the barn has given us is great because we can 
raise more animals, which we will donate to the food bank,” Eggleston said.

Eggleston donates the meat from the animals that she and her students 
raise to the Laingsburg Food Bank at the end of each school year.

“The barn was a great addition because it benefits the students by giving 
them an opportunity to work outdoors with animals, and this can really 
expand their horizons,” principal Christian Morales said. OLIVIA HILL PHOTOS
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New small animal barn offers students 
opportunities for hands-on learning

1. Baby chicks located in the small animal 
barn gather around their feed trough. 

In the spring, the chickens will be 
butchered and donated to the food 

bank.
2. Freshman David Coppens 
treats a lamb with a handful of 
corn. Students named the lamb 
“Precious.”
3. Freshman Cole Armbruster 
supplies the chickens with 
food. The students in Mrs. 
Eggleston’s biology classes 
take turns feeding and 
watering the animals and 
cleaning their pens.
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